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Booklist

November 15, 2007

Reggae Poet: The Story of Bob Marley. Miller, Calvin Craig (Author) Nov 2007.
128 p. Morgan Reynolds, library edition, $27.95. (1599350718). 782.4216.

He was raised in a Jamaican slum, his music was rooted in his community, and he was
dead by age 36. Yet Bob Marley was beloved worldwide, and his popularity rages on.
This highly readable biography begins with a dramatic concert during which Marley’s life
was under threat. The book then shifts to a chronological arrangement, beginning with
Marley’s unhappy childhood as the biracial son of a Brit and a Jamaican farm girl. Marley
found himself in music and in his band, the Wailers, which achieved immediate success
in Jamaica, and eventually far beyond. His reggae always had a political side, and Miller
does a fine job showing the effect the music and the politics had on each other. He also
skillfully weaves in the complicated topic of the Rastaferian religion and the part ganja (marijuana) plays
in it, and he doesn’t hesitate when explaining Marley’s complicated romantic life. The black-andwhite and
color photos are well chosen, though there could have been more. Quotes are sourced, and a time line and

bibliography are appended. — Ilene Cooper

The Horn Book Guide
REVoLUTION, Rt

Duggleby, John Revolution: The Story of John Lennon

176 pp. Morgan LE ISBN 978-1-59935-034-9 $27.95
4) YA This sturdy, upbeat biography looks at the “intellectual” Beatle’s short,
whirlwind life, from adolescent upstart to rock star to peace activist to assassinated
icon. The book contains a few inaccuracies, but it rarely ceases to be interesting, thanks
to Duggleby’s generosity with examples of Lennon’s famously quick wit. Archival photos
appear throughout. Timeline, websites. Bib., ind. NB

III

School Library Journal

REVOLUTION EreSTRPLIY;

b LI DUGGLEBY, John. Revolution: The Story of John Lennon. 176p. photos. reprods. bibliog.
chron. index. notes. Web sites. CIP. Morgan Reynolds. Apr. 2007. PLB $27.95. ISBN 978-
1-59935-034-9. LC 2006033855.

Gr 7 Up-This title adequately pieces together the events and people in the star’s eccentric
life. Drawing on the fact that Lennon was born during World War II and describing his
unsettled early childhood with his flighty mother and later with his overprotective Aunt
Mimi, the author touches on the major moments in Lennon’s life without going into too
much detail. Readers will learn about his early fascination with Elvis Presley; his pre-Beatles
days with the Quarry Men; and how George Harrison, Paul McCartney, and Ringo Starr
joined forces. Middle school students and those just developing an interest in the Beatles
would find this book a solid introduction to the rock-and-roll legend, but the relationship entanglements,
particularly those involving John, Yoko Ono, and the other members of the band, would be most appreciated
by older teens and adults. Duggleby doesn’t reveal anything about Lennon that fans haven’t known for years,
but he does a fine job of compressing a full and fascinating life into this compact volume. A smattering of
black-and-white and full-color photos appear throughout.-Sarah Krygier, Solano County Library, Fairfield, CA




School Library Journal

October 2005

Carter G. Woodson Honor Book

DUGGLEBY, John. Uh Huh!: The Story of Ray Charles. 160p. photos. reprods. bibliog.
chron. index. notes. Web sites. CIP. Morgan Reynolds. 2005. PLB $26.95. ISBN
1-931798-65-6. LC 2005001287.

Gr 6 Up—-An engaging and highly readable account of a musician whose talent has influenced
not only generations of musicians, but pop music itself. Beginning with Charles’s early years
as a fatherless child learning piano at the feet of a barroom entertainer and ending with
his posthumous Grammy award in 2004, the author portrays the stubborn, hard-working
performer as both a product of his era and an innovator. To his credit, Duggelby does not
mythologize Charles and discusses with candor the difficult subjects of marital infidelity
and drug abuse. However, this is not, despite what the title claims, just the story of Ray Charles. Sprinkled
throughout this excellent biography are sidebars and short articles about nearly every aspect of American
music culture-from James Taylor to the Beatles to a history of soul, the Grammy Awards, and the California
Raisins. Photos, in color and in black and white, appear throughout. A wonderful introduction to Charles
as well as a great short history of African-American pop music.-Steve Baker, Kewaskum Public Library, WI

VOYA

August 2005

3Q3PJS

Carter G. Woodson Honor Book

Duggleby, John. Uh Huh! The Story of Ray Charles. Morgan Reynolds, 2005. 160p.

$24.95. 1-931798-65-6. Index. Photos. Biblio. Source Notes. Chronology.

This timely biography does a credible job exploring the complex personality of musical

legend Ray Charles. Using chronological structure and many color photographs,

Duggleby gives equal time to Charles’s impoverished Florida childhood, his early career

imitating jazz and blues artists, and his later successes as a pianist, singer, composer,

and as the father of the musical genre soul. Text boxes explore related topics such

as Braille and the Grammies. The book is current through 2005, when Charles won
posthumously eight Grammies for his album Genius Loves Company. To his credit,
Duggleby does not whitewash Charles’s lifestyle, including information about Charles’s extramarital
affairs and his heroin addiction. Furthermore he builds a convincing case for the significant contributions
Charles made to twentieth-century music, influencing the Beatles, Elvis, and other musical icons.

Overall the book reads smoothly, a quick pick for biography and music lovers, as well as an appealing selection
for African American biography assignments. Not overly sophisticated, the writing is suited to aslightly younger
audiencethan some subject matter (Charles’quotes ofteninclude mild cursing), which might work well for high-
low readers. At times, it is confusing in precise timing of events. A chronology is included, although Charles’s
birthdayisincorrectthere (correctinthetext), butnodiscography. Theseflaws aside, thebookisrecommended
for schools and libraries that serve older teens, especially where biographies are in demand. —Caitlin Augusta.

Booklist

June 1, 2005

Carter G. Woodson Honor Book

Duggleby, John. Uh Huh! The Story of Ray Charles. June 2005. 160p. illus. index.
Morgan Reynolds, lib. ed., $24.95 (1-931798-65-5). 782.42164.
Gr.9-12.RayCharles’earlylifewasfull oftragedies: poverty, blindness,andthedeathoffamily
members. Butby age 16, he was making a living as a musician. Duggleby traces Charles’long
careerand displays a sensitivity to the events surrounding his life (including his bitter battles
with heroin and alcohol addiction), as well as a genuine understanding of his music and the
breadth of his musical influences. Sidebars on “race” music, Braille, the Grammmys, soul, and
rock and roll enrich the narrative. An attractive design includes many photographs, often
effectively sepia-toned. Charles’ weathered and powerful voice still sings, and this effective
biography shows the triumphs and tragedies that shaped this towering figure in American popular music.
—GraceAnne A. DeCandido




The Horn Book Guide

2005

Carter G. Woodson Honor Book

Duggleby, John Uh Huh!: The Story of Ray Charles 160 pp. Morgan LE ISBN 1-931798-
65-6 $26.95

(3) YA Musical giant, savvy businessman, recovered addict, and lousy husband, the late Ray
Charles still dazzles in this enthusiastic warts-and-all treatment. Sidebars on related topics
broaden the context of his rise from poor blind boy to Americanicon, but what gives this book

its soul is Charles himself, extensively quoted throughout. Timeline, websites. Bib., ind.
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Duggleby, John. Uh Huh! The Story of Ray Charles. Morgan Reynolds, 2005. 160p. 978-
1-931798-65-5.

Ray Charles was attracted to music at an early age when he discovered the delights of a piano. His
realm ofrecordings and performanceshas covered several styles of music. Beside straightforward
biography requests, this title can be suggested to those researching disabilities or music careers.

E.M. Roublow, LAPL, San Pedro Branch

School Library Journal

October 2003

Furstinger, Nancy. Say It with Music: The Story of Irving Berlin. July 2003. 128p. illus.
Morgan Reynolds, lib. ed., $21.95 (1-931798-12-5).

Gr. 5-9. The immigrant experience and a history of the early popular-music business
in the United States form the background for this biography of one of America’s best-
known songwriters. In well-researched detail, Furstinger describes how Berlin developed
from a youngster who sang other people’s songs to a sought-after songwriter for
Broadway and Hollywood. The lasting importance of his contributions is made evident,
not only with the popularity of songs like *White Christmas,” but also with the repeated
singing of “God Bless America” following the terrorist attacks on September 11, 2001.
Written in a lively style, the text is clearly documented with source notes, and well-
placed, black-and-white photographs appear throughout. This is a more thorough
account of Berlin's life than Thomas Streissguth’s biography with the same title (Carolrhoda, 1995)

—Renee Eisenberg, formerly at Fieldstone Middle School, Montvale, NJ.




