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The Joy of Creation: The Story of Clara Schumann

Clara Wieck Schumann (1819-1896) was born in Leipzig, Germany,
during the Romantic era, a time that favored great passions and feelings, and the freedom of imagination in literature, fine arts, and
music. At five years of age, she began taking piano lessons from her
father, a highly regarded teacher of piano, and developed into a child
prodigy who composed music and gave concerts throughout Europe.
As a young adult, she defied her father and married one of his students, the composer Robert Schumann.
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Throughout her brilliant concert career, Clara Schumann played
her own musical compositions as well as her husband's and those of
other composers. “There is nothing greater than the joy of composing something oneself,” she said, “and then listening to it.” Clara
tended to her husband through his progressively worsening mental
illness and, after his death, was sole support of their eight children.
With a career that spanned sixty-three years, Clara Schumann was
one of the best-known concert artists of her time and, thanks in part
to a posthumous profile on Facebook, she remains popular among
new generations.

About the Author

Sandra H. Shichtman is a former teacher and editor. Dorothy
Indenbaum, PhD, is a pianist, musicologist, and lecturer on women
composers. They are also the authors of Gifted Sister: The Story of
Fanny Mendelssohn, published by Morgan Reynolds.
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