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Jeremy Lin reached his dream by never giving up. Encouraged by his 
father to play basketball, he developed a passion for the game at a young 
age, doing everything he could think of to become great, including drink-
ing milk “to become really tall.”

As a point guard, Jeremy led his high school team to the California state 
title—only to encounter his first barrier. No college recruiters offered him a 
scholarship. Being of Asian decent, he was stereotyped as smart but lack-
ing in pure basketball ability. Indeed, Jeremy was bright, graduating with 
a 4.2 grade-point average, but he craved a future in basketball.

Jeremy enrolled at Harvard University and played point guard against Ivy 
League competition, encountering racial insults at every arena. Experiencing 
a spiritual growth, he leaned on his faith to help him cope. By his senior 
year, he was setting school and league records. Being skipped over in the 
NBA draft left him in tears.

Jeremy remained steadfast, and when he joined the Golden State 
Warriors as a walk-on, he became the first American-born player of Chinese 
or Taiwanese decent to play in the NBA. He sat mostly at the end of the 
bench, and then was waived after one season. He was claimed by the 
Houston Rockets—then waived again. Claimed once more by the New York 
Knicks, he sat on the bench until a rash of injuries forced the coaches to 
play him in a desperate act. He was an instant star. He hit game-winning 
shots, set scoring records, and became an overnight sensation dubbed 
Linsanity. But would it last?

Jeff Savage has written more than two hundred books for young 
readers. He lives with his wife, Nancy, and sons, Taylor and Bailey, in El 
Dorado Hills, California.
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Clearly written and 
beautifully illustrated, 
our Xtreme Athletes series 
will interest students of 
all reading levels. Xtreme 
Athletes focuses on current 
superstars in a variety of 
sports that tend to interest 
young adults. The series 
includes a new biography of 
basketball sensation Jeremy 

“This fast-paced biography with lots of colored action shots will 
appeal to basketball fans of many ages. Detailed chapter source 
notes, a time line, an extensive bibliography, and an index make this 
a worthwhile addition to the Xtreme Athletes series.

—Booklist on Jeremy Lin

SET INCLUDES TEN TITLES
Complete Set...................................$289.50 
Individual Titles................................. $28.95

Set..................................978-1-59935-095-0

Xtreme Athletes: Jeremy Lin
112 pages © 2013............. 978-1-59935-352-4 

Xtreme Athletes: Michael Phelps
112 pages © 2009............. 978-1-59935-077-6

Xtreme Athletes: Danica Patrick
112 pages © 2009............. 978-1-59935-079-0

Xtreme Athletes: Shaun White
112 pages © 2009............. 978-1-59935-081-3

Xtreme Athletes: Kelly Slater
112 pages © 2009............. 978-1-59935-078-3

Xtreme Athletes: Michelle Wie
112 pages © 2012............. 978-1-59935-187-2

Xtreme Athletes: Tito Ortiz
112 pages © 2012............. 978-1-59935-184-1

Xtreme Athletes: Brock Lesnar
112 pages © 2012............. 978-1-59935-185-8

Xtreme Athletes: Apolo Ohno
112 pages © 2012............. 978-1-59935-186-5

Xtreme Athletes: David Beckham
112 pages © 2009............. 978-1-59935-082-0
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Brock Lesnar is a mighty man. Raised on a farm, he wrestled at a 
young age and was expected by his parents to win every match. He 
grew large by lifting hay bales and makeshift weights, and he devel-
oped an aggressive attitude that made him a high school star. But his 
poor effort in the classroom left him with few options.

Brock joined the National Guard but was disqualified for his color-
blindness and inability to type, so he resumed wrestling in junior 
college with enough success to be recruited by the University of 
Minnesota. He flourished with the Gophers to become a collegiate 
national champion.

Tired of being poor, Brock joined the World Wrestling Federation 
(later called World Wrestling Entertainment), and before long he was 
the WWE heavyweight champion and a millionaire. But life on the 
road was too much for Brock, and he hated the fake competition of 
pro wrestling, so he quit.

After a failed attempt at pro football, Brock tried his hand at 
mixed martial arts. After four fights, he was the Ultimate Fighting 
Championship heavyweight champion. Brock was called “The Baddest 
Dude on the Planet. ”He seemed indestructible. All at once, he was 
knocked off his feet by a severe intestinal disorder. Brock suddenly 
found himself in a fight for his life.

Jeff Savage has written more than two hundred books for 
young readers. He lives with his wife, Nancy, and sons, Taylor and 
Bailey, in El Dorado Hills, California.
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